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Pothole Pitch 
 

Genre 
 

Ensembles will pave a “pothole” (cornhole) board using asphalt or Portland cement concrete, decorate the 

boards to match a road transportation-themed song of their choice, and demonstrate their pitching prowess 

in tournament play. Pothole Pitch binds together pavement design, artistic flair, and tailgating talent. 

 

Artists 

 

Pothole Pitch ensembles can include two to four members.  Only two members can play at a time. 

 

Instruments 
 

Ensembles will produce a pothole board. 

 

Pothole Board Dimensions 

• The board shall be 48” long by 24” wide by 2” thick.  

• A 6” diameter hole shall be centered 9” from the top edge and 12” from each side edge. 

• Length, width, hole location, and hole size shall have 1/4” tolerances. 

• Edge thickness shall have a 1/8” tolerance. 

• Surface thickness shall appear uniform upon visual inspection. 

• The board shall be roughly level.  

  

Ensembles have the option to produce the pothole board using: 

(1) asphalt concrete; or 

(2) Portland cement concrete. 

 

Option 1: Asphalt Concrete Design Specifications 

• The asphalt binder shall be PG 64-22 and conform to AASHTO M 320 / ASTM D6373. 

• The aggregate shall pass a 1/2" sieve and shall not pass a No. 200 sieve. 

• The mix shall contain at least 5.7% asphalt binder by weight. 

• The mix may contain mineral fillers conforming to AASHTO M 17 / ASTM D242. 

• The mix may contain hydrated lime conforming to ASTM C977. 

• The concrete shall not be internally reinforced by bar, grid, or mesh of any material. 

• The concrete may be backed by either: 

o a metal sheet no thicker than a 16-gauge (1/16”); or 

o a plywood or particle board sheet no thicker than 1/2". 

• Edge thickness shall include any backing material. 

 

Option 2: Portland Cement Concrete Design Specifications 

• The Portland cement shall be Type I and conform to ASTM C150. 

• The aggregate shall pass a 1 1/2" sieve and shall not pass a No. 200 sieve. 

• The mix shall contain at least 30% aggregate, excluding manufactured microspheres, by volume. 

• The mix may contain either Class C fly ash or Class F fly ash conforming to ASTM C618. 

• The mix may contain air-entraining admixtures conforming to ASTM C260. 

• The mix may contain chemical admixtures conforming to ASTM C494. 

• The mix may contain chopped fibers of any material between 0.2” and 0.55” long. 

• The concrete may be reinforced by grids or meshes of any material with 40% open area. 

• The concrete shall not be reinforced by bars of any material. 

• The concrete shall not be backed by any material.  
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Ensembles will decorate the pothole board face. 

Pothole Board Aesthetics 

• The board face shall be decorated to match a road-transportation themed song. 

• The decoration shall make visible the song title. 

• The decoration shall be created using either concrete stain or road-marking paint. 

 

Tracks 
 

Technical Score - 30% of Total Score 

Ensembles will submit a 750 word or less technical paper and a completed mix design form. Each dimensions 

or specifications violation will incur a penalty equal to one-sixth of the maximum possible technical score. 

Flagrant dimensions or specifications violations may prevent the board from being used in pothole play. The 

technical score is non-competitive, and multiple ensembles may achieve the same technical score. 

 

Aesthetic Score – 30% of Total Score 

Judges will evaluate and rank the board decoration relative to other board decorations. The ensemble with 

highest-ranked board decoration will receive the maximum possible aesthetic score, and the ensemble with 

the lowest-ranked board decoration will receive one-half of the maximum possible aesthetic score. 

 

Tournament Score – 40% of Total Score 

Ensembles will compete in a single elimination pothole tournament. Ensembles will be randomly seeded into 

the tournament bracket, and some teams may receive a first-round bye. Ensembles will be scored according 

to tournament results as follows: 

• Ensembles losing in the first round (round of 17+) and the second round (round of 16) will receive one-

half (50%) of the maximum possible tournament score. 

• Ensembles losing in the quarterfinal round (round of 8) will receive five-eighths of the maximum 

possible tournament score. 

• Ensembles losing in the semifinal round (round of 4) will receive three-quarters of the maximum 

possible tournament score. 

• The ensemble losing in the final round will receive seven-eighths of the maximum possible tournament 

score. 

• The ensemble winning in the final round will receive the maximum possible tournament score. 

 

Pothole play will be conducted according to American Cornhole Association rules, with superseding “house 

rules” as follows: 

• Play will be conducted in doubles using simple scoring. 

• Strict time limits will not be enforced; however, ensembles should still expedite play. 

• Play will last until one ensemble has scored exactly 21 points at the end of a half-inning; the ensemble 

with 21 points will be declared the winner of the current match. 

• Ensembles with scores exceeding 21 points at the end of a half-inning will “bust” and reset to 15 points. 

• If no winner is declared by the end of the seventh inning, the ensemble with the higher score will be 

declared the winner of the current match. 

• If two ensembles have the same score at the end of the seventh inning, additional half-innings will be 

played until one ensemble has a higher score at the end of a half-inning. 

• Ensembles with broken boards will forfeit the current match. 

• Ensembles with ripped bags will continue to play the current match using remaining bags. 

 

Notes 

 

Assume that unspecified materials are disallowed. Decoration should be appropriate for a semi-professional 

environment. Direct any RFIs to conference organizers. This section will be updated to include RFI responses. 

http://se-asce2019.utk.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/PotholePitch_Rubric.pdf
http://se-asce2019.utk.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/PotholePitch_MixDesign.xlsx
https://www.playcornhole.org/aca-official-rules-of-cornhole-corn-toss/
mailto:abissel2@tennessee.edu?subject=2019%20ASCE%20Southeast%20Student%20Conference%20-%20Pothole%20Pitch

